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variance with the account I have given of the source and
essence of the moral sentiments.

11.   INCIDENTAL TESTS  OF THE THEORY  OF CONSCIENCE.

The foregoing interpretation of our modes of moral judg-
ment, and of the nature and origin of Conscience, does no
violence, so far as I can see, to any psychological ex-
perience ; nor does it materially deviate from the description
given by most ethical writers of the facts of moral conscious-
ness. It seems susceptible, however, of some instructive
applications, on which, as further criteria of its truth, it will
be useful to dwell for a few moments.

(i) It seems to justify the popular notion that conscien-
tiousness is no security for energy, and is even apt to
degenerate into a certain weakness of character. If it be
the sole function of conscience to discern the intervals
between the several springs of action, it implies nothing
whatever as to their separate intensity. The intervals may
be equally great, whether the quantities between which they
are set are little or large. And where the finest gradations
are to be read off, a microscopic provision must be there for
magnifying differences indistinguishable by the coarser
natural eye. Such an instrument is apt to have a narrow
range, and to be too nice for the broad estimates of the
working world. The homoeopathic balance, depressed by
a fairy globule, and enclosed 1151 a glass case lest it vibrate
with the passing breath, is useless for weighing beef and
bread \ and can never acquire a momentum that a feather
will not break. A mind of this structure serves in the
moral cosmos the purpose of a cometary nebula in the
physical; its exaggerated movements all the more con-
spicuously exhibiting the forces which it is unfitted to
accumulate and transmit. Anxious scrupulosity, the result
of critical inspection, we naturally expect less in the
passionate and impulsive nature, than in the comparatively
cold and quiet, to which pause is never difficult, and